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Tom tat: Hiép dinh Déi tac kinh té toan dién khu vic (Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership - RCEP) 14 hiép dinh thirong mai tir do thé hé méi dau tién ¢ ASEAN c6 néi dung cam két
riéng cho cac doanh nghiép vira va nhé (SMEs). Cac quy dinh vé tao thudn loi thirong mai cho SMEs
trong RCEP khéng don thuan 12 su ké thira tir c&c hiép dinh thwong mai trude dé ciia ASEAN ma con
thé hién sir phat trién ddng ké vé néi dung va cdu trdc cam két. Bai viér phdn tich cdc quy dinh tao
thudn lgi thwong mai cho SMEs trong RCEP, so sanh cac hiép dinh cua ASEAN va mét sé hiép dinh
thwong mai tir do thé hé mai khac, dir bdo xu huréng phat trién quy dinh tao thugn loi thirong mai cho
SMESs trong céc hiép dinh thwong mai ciia ASEAN trong twong [ai. Bai viét ciing phan tich thuc tién
thuec thi cua Viét Nam doi véi cam két veé tao thudn loi thiong mai trong RCEP, qua dé cho thdy Viét
Nam vdn dang bao dam thyec hién cam két theo RCEP, tuy nhién viéc trién khai hiéu qud cdc chirong
trinh hé tro cho SMEs cua Viét Nam van gap khé khan d@é c6 thé duwoc hwong wu ddi tir RCEP.
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TRADE FACILITATION FOR SMES UNDER RCEP: REGULATIONS, EMERGING TRENDS,
AND VIETNAM’S IMPLEMENTATION PRACTICE

Abstract: The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is the first new-generation
free trade agreement (FTAs) in ASEAN that has dedicated commitments for small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs). The provisions on trade facilitation for SMEs under RCEP are not just a
continuation of ASEAN's earlier trade agreements but also represent a major development in both
scope and legal structure. This article analyses the trade facilitation provisions for SMEs in RCEP,
compares them with existing ASEAN agreements and several other new-generation FTAs. The analysis
identifies a trend in the legal evolution of SME-related commitments in ASEAN and forecasts its future
direction in ASEAN'S forthcoming trade agreements. Additionally, the article also examines Vietnam's
implementation of RCEP s trade facilitation commitments in specific sectors. Although RCEP does not
impose binding implementation obligations on its members, the findings suggest that Vietnam has
largely complied with the trade facilitation-relevant commitments for SMEs. However, the effective
implementation of SME supporting programmes in Vietnam still faces several institutional and
procedural challenges, limiting SMEs’ ability to fully benefit from RCEP.
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